September 2005 New Car Registrations - Analysis
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[image: image2.wmf]Registrations by customer type
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* Sales type definitions changed in 2005. 2004 data altered for comparison. 
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£6 billion September market
· Despite a 3.2 per cent drop, the September market was stronger than in previous months of 2005.
· The market was in line with industry expectations and remains on par with the 1999 to 2004 September average of 414,025 units. This represents around £6bn worth of business.
· September, with the '55'-plate change, will account for around 17 per cent of the total 2005 new car market. 
Private market feeling the pinch
· The market lost 108,076 units in the first nine months of 2005, down 5.2 per cent. Weaker private volumes have been the critical factor, representing over 90 per cent of the drop, with a 97,948 unit or 9.9 per cent fall.

· Large fleet volumes have declined in every month since February, although just 3.3 per cent off the 2004 performance over the first three-quarters of the year. Business volumes continue to surge, up 44.3 per cent in September to ensure net growth of 1.8 per cent in the total fleet market in the month.

Market remains on track to hit 2.45m in 2005
· The market continues to move broadly in line with expectations. At July the full year 2005 market was forecast to reach 2.45m units.

· MG Rover volumes were down 9,471 units in September and by 36,700 units over the year-to-date, equivalent to 69 and 34 per cent of the total market's losses over the respective periods.

· Registrations of UK-built cars fell by 5.4 per cent in September, as their market share slipped to 17.1 per cent in the month and 17.5 per cent over the first three quarters. 
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	20,034
	Focus
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	Focus
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	Corsa
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	Astra
	86,077
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	Astra
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	Corsa
	75,260

	13,597
	Fiesta
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	Mégane
	69,716

	13,365
	Mégane
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	Fiesta
	67,762

	11,525
	206
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	206
	57,424

	11,015
	Clio
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	Golf
	53,817

	9,200
	Golf
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	Clio
	49,026

	9,023
	3 series
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	Mondeo
	46,787

	8,742
	Mondeo
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	MINI
	35,575
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[image: image23.wmf]New diesel car registrations

all diesels
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Pedestrian fatalities 1995–2004

Source: DfT Road Casualties GB, 2004
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Focus dominance helps lower medium segment

· Last year the Vauxhall Corsa edged Ford's Focus into second place in September. This year the Focus reported an 11.9 per cent rise in volumes and with it the best sellers' accolade.
· Lower medium volumes rose by 6.9 per cent in the month and have risen by six per cent over the year-to-date – the best of any segment.
· September is a key month for superminis. They were the best selling segment in the month, accounting for 32.1 per cent of the market. Four supermini models are in the top 10 best sellers' list. 
Five years of diesel growth

· The diesel market has risen for each of the last 60 months. September volumes rose by 8.3 per cent to 153,314 units. This was the single largest month for diesel sales on record.

· Diesel penetration climbed 3.9 percentage points in September to 36.8 per cent. Over the year-to-date it has averaged 35.3 per cent.

· The Ford Focus topped the diesel best sellers' list last month and is third in the year-to-date listing behind the Ford Mondeo and VW Golf. 

New cars designed to cut road casualties

· Latest figures released by DfT show road casualties falling again in 2004. In particular, the number of pedestrian fatalities saw a sharp decline from 774 to 671, down 13.3 per cent.

· New cars increasingly feature pedestrian friendly design. For example, since 2004 all new cars have been fitted with anti-lock brakes while at this year's Frankfurt motor show, Jaguar revealed its new XK8 sports car fitted with injury-preventing pop-up bonnet. 
· As part of a RoadSafe winter driving campaign, SMMT will host an interactive event at its central London offices on 31 October. The aim is to demonstrate the latest safety systems that should continue to drive down road casualties in the years to come.
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INDICATOR OF THE MONTH
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		Registrations by customer type

		September 2005				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		192,838		182,116		42,098

				% change*		-8.4%		-4.7%		44.3%

				Market share		46.2%		43.7%		10.1%

		Year to date 2005				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		892,326		932,050		147,504

				% change*		-9.9%		-3.3%		17.3%

				Market share		45.3%		47.3%		7.5%

		* Sales type definitions changed in 2005. 2004 data altered for comparison.
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		New diesel car registrations

						all diesels		% chge		Mkt sh

		September		2004		141,553		17.4%		32.9%

		September		2005		153,314		8.3%		36.8%

		YTD		2005		696,740		5.9%		35.3%

		12MMAT		2005		874,015		7.6%		35.5%

		Full year		2003		704,637		16.9%		27.3%

				2004		835,334		18.5%		32.5%

		Forecast		2005		881,000		5.5%		36.0%

				2006		892,000		1.2%		37.5%
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		New registrations						September 2005

								all cars		% chge

		Month						417,052		-3.2%				430763

		YTD						1,971,880		-5.2%				2079956

		last 3 months						675,395		-4.0%				703391

		12MMAT						2,459,193		-4.9%				2586056

		Year		2003				2,579,050		0.6%

				2004				2,567,269		-0.5%

		Forecast		2005				2,450,000		-4.6%

				2006				2,380,000		-2.9%

		MMAT - monthly moving annual totals
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